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MEMBER Community Affiliation Agreement:

United states TEACHING CHAPTER OR FOCUS MINISTRY

or other non-profit corporations which are not A center or church

_____________________________________________ (Member Community name)
This Affiliation Agreement, entered into on the date set below, establishes a relationship of mutual commitment, benefit, and support between _______________________________​​ _____________________ (Member Community name) hereinafter called “Member Community” and Centers for Spiritual Living, a Colorado nonprofit corporation, hereinafter sometimes called the “Organization.”

The Vision and Intention for this relationship, is outlined in the Organizational Design Model of Centers for Spiritual Living. That document, hereinafter sometimes called the ODM, is attached to this agreement and incorporated herein by reference. Any changes or amendments to the ODM will be considered a part of this Affiliation Agreement. All changes and amendments must be ratified by CSL Member Communities at our Annual Meeting.
We are one community with many locations. Every Member Community and aspect of our Organization serves as a point of inspiration and dynamic influence for our shared Vision. We express this Vision through compassionate service to our members and to the world.

Through the development and support of a spiritual community with many locations throughout the world, we teach and practice the Science of Mind®. We provide training and support for leaders at all levels, educational materials, publications, and inspiration and guidance.

We value the constituencies within our extended community, expecting each to have a voice and place in our expansion, and empowering them to contribute to the evolution of our Organization. Our Intention is that our rich expression as a spiritual community cultivates leaders. Our intention is to generate an abundance of spiritual leaders to assist in the spiritual evolution of humanity.

We practice clear standards of conduct based on our Vision and aligned with our Shared Values and Guiding Principles, which are clearly articulated for ministers, practitioners, and laity. 
Our mediation and peacemaking activities encourage the embracing of these standards, creating an environment in which honest reflection and growth are the norm.

Our Mission, as outlined in the ODM, is “To awaken humanity to its spiritual magnificence, to empower individuals to use the creative power of thought, and to co-create a world that works for everyone”
Introduction

A. Member Communities of Centers for Spiritual Living shall include, but not be limited to, those communities, churches, centers/centres, study groups, teaching chapters, focus ministries, groups, institutes, and other non-profit corporations affiliated with the Organization which are operating and are in Good Standing (see Section 3 for definition) in accordance with this Affiliation Agreement granting such membership.

B. Centers for Spiritual Living is a global organization comprised of individuals and Member Communities committed to living consciously as expressions of God.

The foundation upon which the Organization stands is the ageless spiritual principles passed down through the millennia and synthesized in the teachings of the Science of Mind. We are a healthy, effective organization honoring and respecting each other and all of creation. We are known for the love that we share throughout our Member Communities and the world. We stand together in a shared commitment and devotion to our spiritual principles, practices, and values. We are all in this Life together and we include everyone in our vision of a peaceful, loving world that works for everyone.

As a Member Community, we embrace the evolution and revelation of higher consciousness. We are prayerful and principled in our decision-making and actions. We practice the spiritual tools put forward by our founder, Dr. Ernest Holmes, in The Science of Mind, and by other spiritual leaders and mystics who teach and apply truth principles for our individual lives.

We are open, receptive, and welcoming of all people, all faiths, and all paths to God.

C. The Community whose name appears above, desires to be affiliated with Centers for Spiritual Living as a “Member Community” on the basis that it subscribes to the Global Vision, Guiding Principles, Shared Values, Culture and Intentions as expressed in the Organization’s ODM and Bylaws, and will continue to subscribe to these.
Recognition of Established Rights, Privileges, and Recognition

Any Member Community that is in good standing as of October 31, 2011, with either United Centers for Spiritual Living (UCSL) or International Centers for Spiritual Living (ICSL) will have all rights, privileges, and recognitions honored by Centers for Spiritual Living (CSL). All charters, doctorates, ordinations, ministerial, and practitioner licenses, time of service, and credits for accredited classes will transfer to CSL. Other items may be added jointly by the ICSL Board of Directors and the UCSL CORE Council prior to the election of Centers for Spiritual Living Leadership Council and, thus, will be honored by Centers for Spiritual Living. A new Member Community moratorium will be in effect from November 1, 2011, until the CSL Leadership Council is elected and seated in 2012. All Member Communities will sign an Affiliation Agreement and submit said Agreement to Headquarters of Centers for Spiritual Living on or before January 15, 2012. Once the Leadership Council is elected and seated, the President and Spiritual Leader will counter-sign on behalf of Centers for Spiritual Living.

Section ONE – Affiliation Terms

The Member Community agrees to:

1.1. Consciously align with the teachings and practices of the Science of Mind and to spread our teachings and offer our transformational consciousness to the world.

1.2. Honor and abide by the Global Vision, Guiding Principles, Shared Values, Culture and Intentions as expressed in Centers for Spiritual Living’s ODM and Bylaws, Codes of Ethics, Professional Standards, and Policies & Procedures Manual put forth by the Organization for Member Communities, Education, Ministers, Practitioners and Laity.
1.3. Embrace and support the experience of shared leadership and encourage the gifted, talented, and committed into meaningful influence and service with Centers for Spiritual Living; participate in an open system that encourages participation of qualified individuals or groups in all ministries, programs, and processes of governance; encourage direct involvement of those who have the appropriate motivation, talents, and gifts; cultivate leaders and to generate an abundance of spiritual leaders to assist in support of the Organization and the spiritual evolution of humanity.
1.4. Ensure that if the Member Community is exempt from federal taxation under the Organization’s group exemption, the Member Community’s Bylaws are consistent with the requirements of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and indicate that the Member Community is affiliated with Centers for Spiritual Living. The Member Community shall submit current bylaws for approval by the Leadership Council and any future proposed changes to their bylaws regarding these requirements.

SEction TWO – Agreements

Based on the foregoing, Centers for Spiritual Living and the Member Community agrees as follows:

2.1. The Organization agrees that the Member Community shall have all of the rights and privileges provided for in the Bylaws of the Organization relating to the Member Community. It is specifically agreed that the Member Community’s status as a member of the Organization derives from this Affiliation Agreement. Charters granted under either International Centers for Spiritual Living (ICSL) or United Centers for Spiritual Living (UCSL) will be automatically honored in the Organization, Centers for Spiritual Living.
2.2. The Member Community, in good standing and situated in the United States, will be included as a member of an affiliated group of organizations under the Organization’s group exemption letter recognizing the tax-exempt status of the Organization and for members of its group under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Nothing in this agreement precludes a Member Community from obtaining and using its own U.S. Federal tax-exempt 501(c)(3) status; in which case the Member Community shall notify the Organization. The Organization will, upon request, supply a copy of the Organization’s U.S. Federal Group Exemption Letter. The Member Community shall submit an annual report to the Organization (forms provided annually). 

2.2.1. The Member Community shall adhere to all applicable state, province, or local laws in the jurisdiction in which they reside. The Member Community shall maintain necessary incorporation status, insurance coverage, and prudent business practices that may be prescribed in the Bylaws, ODM, and the Policies & Procedures Manual of the Organization. 
2.3. The Member Community is entitled to perform all activities provided for in the relevant bylaws, policies and procedures governing the type of member community covered by this affiliation agreement.
2.4. The Member Community shall submit an Annual Report (forms provided annually), due date as determined by the Organization, so that delegates attending the Annual Meeting and any Special Meeting may be certified in a timely manner.
 2.5. The Member Community agrees to provide regular, identifiable financial support to Centers for Spiritual Living, which shall be declared by completing a Committed Giving Form on an annual basis, as outlined in the Policies & Procedures Manual, so that Centers for Spiritual Living can operate with impeccable stewardship in creating its annual budget. 
2.6. Centers for Spiritual Living is committed to sharing and increasing its prosperity through the spiritual practice of committed giving. The Member Community is strongly encouraged to have the same practice and experience. 
2.7. The Organization agrees to maintain and expand its spiritual communities, ministries, programs, projects, and activities for the purposes of benefiting the Member Community and extending the teachings and practices of the Science of Mind.

2.8. The Organization agrees to function in alignment with the Bylaws, the Global Vision, Guiding Principles and Practices, Shared Values, Culture, and Intentions of the ODM. It also agrees to function according to sound business practices and to be a good steward of its spiritual, human, financial, and creative resources.

2.9. In the event the Member Community also desires to use the brand identity materials more recently developed by SOMARK, Inc., any new uses will be in accordance with SOMARK’S Brand Identity Manual for the use of the brand identity materials. However, if any new designs and uses are to be made which incorporate the brand identity materials, the proposed new use(s) of the branding materials will need to be approved by SOMARK, Inc. in accordance with its then existing Brand Identity Manual.

2.9.1. In order to allow the Organization to continue to monitor its trademarks as required by law, and to insure the proper usage of the brand identity materials, each Member Community agrees, upon reasonable request, to furnish samples of any written and electronic media and transcripts from any print, electronic, broadcast media that bear or use the branded identity materials including the trademarks. 
Section THREE – In Good Standing 
The Member Community intends to remain in Good Standing with the Centers for Spiritual Living, and agrees to abide by the standards set in the ratified edition of the Centers for Spiritual Living Bylaws current at the time of the issue relating to the Good Standing of the Member Community.

Section FOUR – Termination of Affiliation

Affiliation between Centers for Spiritual Living and the Member Community may be terminated only as provided in the ratified edition of the Center for Spiritual Living Bylaws current at the time of the termination of affiliation of the Member Community.

Section FIVE – Assets and Liabilities of the Parties

5.1. Both the Organization and the Member Community understand and agree that neither of them claim nor shall have any right, title, or interest in the assets or properties of the other, and that neither of them shall be nor become responsible for the liabilities of the other, or for the performance of any of the obligations presently existing, or that may be incurred by the other. 

5.2. The Member Community agrees to hold harmless and indemnify CSL in accordance with the Policies & Procedures Manual of the Organization.

5.3. The Member Community acknowledges that CSL does not provide any insurance coverage for the Member Community. CSL encourages that, as appropriate, the Member Community purchase and carry its own liability insurance.

SECTION SIX – DISPUTE RESOLUTION

The venue for legal disputes between Centers for Spiritual Living and its Member Communities shall be in the State of Colorado. Legal disputes shall be resolved in accordance with the internal laws of the State of Colorado. Detailed procedures for resolution of legal disputes shall be delineated in the Organization's Policies & Procedures Manual. 
Section SEVEN – Duly Authorized Agreement
7.1. The Member Community hereby adopts and agrees to be bound by this Affiliation Agreement. The undersigned representatives of the Member Community hereby attest that this Affiliation Agreement has been agreed to by the Board/Trustees/Council and that they are empowered to sign for the Member Community.
7.2. Centers for Spiritual Living hereby adopts and agrees to be bound by this Affiliation Agreement. The undersigned representatives of the Organization hereby attest that this Affiliation Agreement has been agreed to by the Leadership Council of the Organization, and that they are empowered to sign for the Leadership Council.

In witness thereof, the undersigned have made this Affiliation Agreement as the duly authorized representatives.

Director/Senior Minister Name
Kenn Gordon, Spiritual Leader, Signature/Date
Centers for Spiritual Living
Signature/Date

Board/Trustees/Council President Name
John Waterhouse, Field Leader, Signature/Date
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Signature/Date

Board/Trustees/Council Secretary Name

Signature/Date
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